Shakespeare WebQuest
Spring 2016
Instructions: You have 20 minutes in your pairs to find out as much information as you can on William Shakespeare. Read each section of this document carefully and follow the links to the websites to find out more information. There are several tasks to complete throughout your quest that you must complete on your worksheet. 

How far can you get in the time allotted?


Task One: Who is William Shakespeare?
Start with MLA heading on your paper, and title it Shakespeare WebQuest.

Using Google Images, type in William Shakespeare’s name. What does he look like? Sketch his face quickly onto your paper. 

Copy the following onto your paper using this link. Skim and scan the webpage for the correct information.
1. When was he born? Where?
2. When did he die? Where?
3. Who did he marry?
4. How many children did he have? What were their names?
5. What were his parents’ names?
6. Did he have any siblings?

Task Two: The Globe Theatre
The Globe Theatre was a 20-sided open-air playhouse designed in 1599, where Shakespeare worked and where many of his greatest plays were first performed. 
The first Globe was destroyed by fire in 1613, but by 1614 it had been rebuilt and reopened. After closing again in 1642, it was soon demolished. 

Take a tour of the Globe Theatre. 
https://www.english.cam.ac.uk/converse/movies/sound_globe.swf
List 3-4 important details about the theatre in complete sentences. 

Task Three: William Shakespeare-the Playwright

William Shakespeare was a playwright (somebody who wrote plays for a job); he wrote many famous plays, which are still performed today.

Follow this link to find three plays Shakespeare wrote (there are MANY). Write the names of the plays you selected on your paper. Be sure to include the play titles in a complete sentence, so that you know what was being asked of you. 

What 3 categories are his plays split into? Fill this out on your paper in a complete sentence. 

Task Four: The Language of Shakespeare’s Day

In spite of the fact that many students complain that Shakespeare is difficult to understand, Shakespeare wrote in modern English. It WAS an elevated version of the language, but it was still our modern English.  Shakespeare wrote the way he did for poetic and dramatic purposes.  The people of Elizabethan England did not speak like this.


Shakespeare used all sorts of words that you wouldn’t hear today, click on the link below and look at the ‘weird words’ section (Under “Words, Words, Words).  On your paper, write the label “Weird Words,” and then copy two examples of weird words from the website and what they mean.

Weird Words Link

Shakespeare used lots of insults in his plays.  Have a quick go on this insult generator to see what insults you can come up with. On your paper, write the label “Insult,” and then copy one of Shakespeare’s insults.

Shakespearian Insults

Task Five: On Your Own

Now, use your knowledge of reliable sources (NOT Wikipedia, and usually not sites that end in .com or .net) to find the answers to the following questions.  Write each response as a complete sentence so that you do not have to copy the questions, and be sure to give proper credit to your sources!
Credit should be given in the form of a parenthetical citation at the end of each answer.  Your citation should include the author of the information.  If there is no author, your citation should consist of the title of the page from which you took your information.

· How many plays did Shakespeare write in his lifetime?
· How many sonnets did Shakespeare write in his lifetime?
· What was the first play Shakespeare wrote?
· What was the name of Shakespeare’s main theatre?
· What were the people called who paid a penny to stand in front of the stage to see Shakespeare’s plays?
· What did Shakespeare leave to his wife in his will?
· What does the inscription on Shakespeare’s grave say?
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